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Student grievance

Unsettled by experience at Student Health Services
Rene Cardona Jr.
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Lauren Latigo, a junior
early childhood education
major, said she has been
put through worry, stress
and frustration due to
an alleged incident at
Student Health Services.
Latigo, who has to
conduct field observations
for one of her courses,
needed a tuberculosis
test and went with three
of her classmates Aug.
22 to Student Health
Services to get the blood
work done.
Once Latigo sat down
to get blood drawn, the
medical assistant put a
needle in her left arm after
having drawn tuberculin,
a liquid used to test the
skin for exposure to
the TB bacteria, from a
multidose vial. However,
the individual had to redo
the procedure, according
to the grievance statement
Latigo provided to the
dean of students.
The medical assistant
inserted
the
tainted
needle into the same
multidose vial, Latigo
told The Collegian.

“Then I hear her say,
‘Oh, let me get a new
needle,’” Latigo said.
“She throws that needle
into the hazard box, gets
a packaged needle and
does it the right way. …
I was just questioning
myself when I was sitting
there, ‘Is that normal?’”
Medical professionals
have to follow certain
procedures
when
handling needles to avoid
cross-contamination.
“A typical situation is
a clean needle goes into
any vial,” said Dr. Brian
Smith, regional director
for the Texas Department
of State Health Services.
“In this case there is no
risk for the patient …
because it was their own
needle that was involved.
… The multidose vial
would be safe to use for
that particular patient
but would have to be
thrown away after that.”
Worried, Latigo told her
friends who were waiting
to get the test done about
the situation and gave
them a description of the
vial to see if the medical
assistant would use it on
them.

“I was just like, ‘Dude,
she had a vial on there.
Check to see if it’s the
same one’ … or check if
it’s a new one,” Latigo
said.
Her friend, who was

Lauren Latigo
second in line after
Latigo, told The Collegian
the medical assistant
drew tuberculin from
a multidose vial that
matched the description.
She asked not to be
named, citing privacy
concerns.
“She came out from
the room where she got
the shot and she told us
to check if the vial was
empty or with a little
bit of liquid,” the friend

said. “… When I went in,
I checked and it was kind
of empty. … It wasn’t full;
it had a little bit of liquid
… less than half.”
When Latigo went
back to Student Health
Services to speak to
Director Eugenia Curet
about the situation, the
staff directed her to speak
to the medical assistant
first.
Latigo said the medical
assistant denied inserting
the used needle back into
the vial.
“She interrupted me
and got defensive, saying
‘No, no, no, I didn’t do
that; did you see me do
that?’ and I said, ‘Yes,
I saw you, I was right
behind you,’ Latigo stated
in her grievance. “She
said, ‘How could you see
me, you were behind me’
and I said, ‘I was behind
you and you were holding
the needle up with the
vial.’ I then said, ‘Look,
I’m not trying to get you
into trouble. This is your
job, I understand, but I
saw what you did and you
stuck my old needle back
into the vial.’”
Latigo
said
she

expressed her concern to
Curet.
“I explained to [Curet],
and what my concern
was,” she said. “She really
didn’t understand me and
I had to explain it to her
several times.”
The
Curet
told
Collegian she could not
discuss the situation
because a student is
involved.
“I am protecting the
student’s privacy,” she
said.
Curet assured Latigo
the department’s staff
should know what they
are doing because they
are medically trained
professionals,
Latigo
said.
“We have had so
many students come
in through our Student
Health Services with no
complaints such as those,
or almost no complaints
because I do business
satisfaction surveys every
month,” Curet told The
Collegian.
Although Latigo was
not familiar with the
proper procedure, she is

See HEALTH, Page 11
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Cine Sol at UTB/
TSC
The Office of Student
Life showcases a
sample of the Cine Sol
Film Festival beginning
with “Beatboxing: The
Fifth Element of Hip
Hop” at 7 p.m. in the
Student Union Gran
Salon. Films will be
shown all week. See
Announcements for
complete listings.

Día de Los
Muertos
The Brownsville
Historical Association
invites you to
celebrate Día de
los Muertos with a
community altar. Bring
pictures, mementos
of deceased friends
and family to the
Brownsville Heritage
Museum. For more
information, call 5415560.

International Day
of Peace
Established by
the United Nations
in 1981, the first
International Peace
Day was celebrated in
September 1982 and
has been “devoted
to commemorating
and strengthening the
ideals of peace both
within and among all
nations and peoples.”

We’ve got the
Funk
Hop Sonic Radio and
Ouch My Ego present
DJs Meylo, FunkRiot
and Kid Citrus from
9:30 p.m.-3 a.m. in
Molina’s Restaurant
& Bar, 102 S. 23rd
St., McAllen. Funky
threads and groovy
kicks encouraged! $2
for 21 and older, $3 for
minors.

Bora Bora Grand
Opening
Downtown
Brownsville just
became more “metro”
with the grand
opening of upscale
Bora Bora Ultralounge
at 12th and Adams
streets. To be put on
the guest list, text
784-1816 with your
full name and age.

Fuerza Lucha
Libre
If watching authentic
Mexican wrestling is
still on your bucket
list, check out Fuerza
Lucha Libre Mexicana
at Tony Gonzalez Park
at 34 Tony Gonzalez
St. Tickets are $8 at
the door. For more
information, call 5416202.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CINE SOL FILMS
The Office of Student
Life will showcase a sample
of the annual Cine Sol
Film Festival all week
in the Student Union.
Short films to be screened
on a staggered schedule
at 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday
in the La Sala are “The
Commute,”
“Mexican
Cuisine,”
“Savasana,”
“When I Grow Up,”
“Xavi,” “Not on the 1st
Date,” “The Long Run”
and “Neal.” Full-length
films to be screened at 7
p.m. in the Gran Salon are
“Beatboxing: The Fifth
Element of Hip Hop,”
today; “How to Boil a
Frog,”
Tuesday;
“My
September,” Wednesday;
“Damn!”
Thursday;
and “The Summer of
Massacre,” Friday; For
more information, call
Student Life at 882-5133.
FACEBOOK ‘FAIL’
The Student Success
Center will host a “Time
Management” workshop
from noon to 1 p.m.
Wednesday in Tandy Hall
113. The workshop will
address the difficulties
in
time
management
and goal-setting for your
academic and professional
development in a world
of social media and other
distractions. For more
information, contact call
the center at 882-8292.
TKE fundraiser
Fraternity Tau Kappa
Epsilon will collect cash

donations
for
victims
of the Central Texas
wildfires from noon to 2
p.m. Wednesday between
Cardenas North and
South Halls. For every
50 cents donated, a TKE
member must do one
pushup.
In
addition,
TKE members will be
on campus all week
collecting donations and
doing pushups. For more
information,
contact
David Guerra at 5890006 or email at david.
guerra.tke@gmail.com.
SHORELINE CLEANUP
In
observance
of
National Public Lands
Day, a Shoreline Cleanup
will be conducted from
8:30 a.m. to noon Saturday
at Laguna Madre in the
Laguna
Atascosa
National
Wildlife
Refuge. Registration is
at 8:30 a.m., but groups
should call ahead at 7483607 to make reservations.
TEA CEREMONY
The
Brownsville
Museum of Fine Art
invites you to enjoy the
Chinese Tea Ceremony
at 11 a.m. Saturday as part
of its “Botanica” exhibition.
The ceremony is a cultural
activity
involving
the
formal presentation and
preparation of tea. Space
is limited to 20.
For
registration, call 542-0941.
The museum is located at
660 E. Ringgold St.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service invites

POLICE REPORTS
The following are among the incidents
reported to Campus Police between Aug.29
and Sept. 1.
Monday, Aug.29
9:12 a.m.: A men’s wallet found in the
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center was turned in to Campus Police.
10:32 a.m.: A Campus Police officer
accidentally damaged a university golf cart
while exiting the M-1 building.
12:20 p.m.: A student reported that he was
being harassed by a female student on and
off campus. The report was forwarded to the
Dean of Students Office.
1:40 p.m.: A white leather wallet and a
cellular phone were found in North Hall 212.
1:46 p.m.: A Mazda3 was damaged while
parked overnight at Casa Bella.
3:39 p.m.: A Toyota Tundra and a Ford
Mustang collided at Ringgold Road and
Gorgas Drive. The drivers agreed to make
arrangements for repairs.
3:44 p.m.: A Campus Police officer inspected
a suspicious package found on the secondfloor breezeway of SET-B. The package only
contained foreign fruit and had no return

volunteers to restore the
natural habitat of the
Rio Grande Valley and
plant seedlings at the
Cottam tract from 8 a.m.
to noon Oct. 1. For more
information, contact the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service
at
784-7500
or the Valley Proud
Environmental Council
at 412-8804.
WORLD SPACE WEEK
The
Physics
and
Astronomy
Department is seeking
volunteers for
World
Space Week, scheduled
from 3 to 8 p.m. Oct. 8
in the International
Technology, Education
and Commerce Center.
Opportunities for receiving
UNIVU credit are available.
For more information,
email observatory@phys.
utb.edu.
STUDY
ABROAD
WORKSHOP
UTB/TSC students are
invited to attend “To Study
at UTB or Abroad” from
noon to 1 p.m. Oct. 13 in
Tandy Hall 113.
MAJOR DECISION
UTB/TSC students are
invited to attend “It’s
a
Major
Decision:
Declaring
a
Major,
Internships,
Career
Services” from noon to 1
p.m. in Tandy Hall 113. The
Student Success Center
will be on hand to help
students evaluate options
and begin making plans for
their potential majors.
PHOTO CONTEST

In
recognition
of
National
Hazing
Prevention
Week,
Digital
Pix
&
Composites will sponsor
a national photo contest
through Nov. 3.
The
contest is open to all college
students in the United
States. The goal is to show
their stand against hazing
by submitting a photo of
their friends and campus
participating in National
Hazing Prevention Week
activities. First-, secondand third-place winners
will receive $100, $75
and $50, respectively. To
enter, go to dpcpix.com/
n hpwdp c photo c onte s t .
aspx.
CEMETERY CLEANUP
The
Brownsville
Historical Association
seeks volunteers for its
cleanup of the historic Old
City Cemetery, located
at East Madison and Fifth
streets. The cleanup is
scheduled at 8 a.m. Oct. 1.
For more information, call
Josie Cisneros, Old City
Cemetery Center assistant,
at 541-5560.
PHOTO COMPETITION
“Life Through the
Lens,” an annual juried
photo exhibit presented by
the UTB/TSC Student
Union, is accepting photo
submissions to be unveiled
in El Gran Salon Oct.
10. Entry forms may be
picked up in Student
Union 1.20. An electronic
copy of the entry form
may be requested from

label.
4:07 p.m.: The owner of a Mazda 626
reported that the car’s radio was stolen while
it was parked at East Jackson and 19th streets.
4:40 p.m.: Residential Life officials reported
that an unauthorized and unknown woman
was living in a Casa Bella apartment.
Tuesday, Aug.30
11:50 a.m.: Several UTB/TSC Sting Cards,
one ring and a flash drive were found in the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
12:15 p.m.: A Nissan Frontier and a Ford
F-150 collided in Lot AB. No injuries were
reported.
12:18 p.m.: A student turned in a woman’s
handbag found in the Education and Business
Complex.
3:20 p.m.: Someone hurled a rock at the
Young House, 500 E. St. Charles St., and
broke a window. The damage was estimated
at $75.
7:47 p.m.: A student turned in a black
cellular phone to Campus Police.
Wednesday, Aug.31
8:07 a.m.: A Saturn station wagon and
a Jaguar XJ8 collided at International

Sun.
Belanova Performs
Belanova, the Latin
Grammy-nominated
synthpop group from
Mexico, performs its “Tour
Sueño Electro” from 8
p.m. to midnight in the
Amigoland Event Center.
For more information or
ticket prices, call 2432510.

patricia.m.longoria@utb.
edu or may be downloaded
at
www.utb.edu/
studentlife. The deadline
for submissions is Oct. 3.
STEMS RUN/WALK
The STEMS Mentor
Club
invites
the
community to the 12th
annual UTB/TSC Run/
Walk taking place at 7:30
a.m. Oct. 15 in the Garza
Gym
Annex.
Early
registration is $10 and $15
the day of the race. For
more information on the
various races, registration
deadlines or to register,
go to blue.utb.edu/stems
under “current events.”
HEART WALK
The American Heart
Association will conduct
its annual Brownsville
Heart Walk from 7:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 22 at
the Brownsville Sports
Park. The purpose of the
event is to encourage the
community to take healthy
steps toward a hearthealthy lifestyle. For more
information, call Caitlin
Martone at (888) 4337220, Ext. 2432.
--Compiled
Serrano

by

Michelle

Miscellaneous
Have/want your own business
venture? Join NCub8. Contact
Joseph, 956-455-2959,
josephdzayas@hotmail.com.

Need a classified ad?
Call us at 882-5143.

Boulevard and May Street. No injuries were
reported.
11:20 a.m.: A small gray purse and white
flash drive were found in International
Technology, Education and Commerce Center
E102.
12:14 p.m.: A Texas driver’s license found in
Lot AB and a Motorola Nextel cell phone and
radio found in the Education and Business
Complex were turned in to Campus Police.
2:15 p.m.: A staff member reported that his
key to university property on South Padre
Island property was missing.
7:19 p.m.: A student turned in a UTB/TSC
Sting Card he found at The Village at Fort
Brown.
Thursday, Sept.1
12:40 p.m.: A student turned in a laptop
computer she found in Lot AB.
3 p.m.: A student reported losing his wallet,
valued at $50.
8 p.m.: A visitor to the school turned in two
credit cards and a Texas driver’s license he
found in Lot U.

--Compiled by Samantha Ruiz
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Permit survey begins today Internet interrupted
SGA will take
results to
administrators

$20 semester permit be
re-implemented or that
students be given a choice
of buying a semester or

By Stephanie Mendez
THE COLLEGIAN

Starting today, you
can tell the Student
Government Association
what you think of UTB/
TSC’s newly implemented
year-round
parking
permit.
The SGA is conducting
a
survey
on
the
controversial permit via
Blackboard that consists
of two questions that can
be answered with a “yes,”
“no” or “not sure.”
“It’s going to be online
for a week and it’s
supposed to come on this
Monday if everything goes
right, ” SGA President
Arturo Guerra told The
Collegian last Wednesday
afternoon.
Guerra said the SGA
will take the survey
results to the university’s
administration.
“We already know that
people don’t like it, so we’re
going to take [the survey
results] to them,” he said,
adding that the senate
will suggest that the old

Héctor Aguilar/collegian

Freshman engineering physicscomputer major Muhammad Tahir
discusses his idea of developing a
position for an international student
senator to represent the more than
400 international students at UTB/TSC

$60 year-round permit.
Currently,
students
pay $60 for a year-round
permit, even if they only
need it for a semester. The
new policy has spurred
many complaints.
Asked if the SGA wants
the $20 semester parking
permit reinstated, Guerra
replied, “We’re going to
fight for what the students
want and we’re going to

see what they want after
we get the results from
that survey.”
During “Let Your Voice
Be Heard,” a section of the
meeting in which students
have the opportunity to
voice their opinions or
concerns to the senate,
Muhamed
Tahir,
a
freshman international
majoring in engineering
phy sic s - c omputer,
asked the senate to
have an international
student represent the
international
student
population at UTB/TSC.
Tahir
said
there
were 370 international
students at UTB/TSC last
academic year and this
year, 150 more incoming
international students.
“So, if we have a senator
that
represents
the
international
students
and their problems, it’s
going to be really good
for like international
students,” he said. “… They
can, like, be involved in
student government and
we can encourage them
so they can get involved in
this position.”
SGA Vice President
of
Administration
Normalinda Reyna said
the senate might have to
amend its constitution to
include a representative

for international students.
“I
think
that’s
wonderful, I mean, if
we can bring it up in our
meeting and discuss it
further with our advisers
and see what we can do
to make sure you all are
taken care of,” Reyna
said. “It is something that
we can do. I don’t see a
problem with that.”
In a vote by secret
ballot, Senator at Large
Marisol
Cervantes
defeated fellow Senator at
Large Joe Lee Rubio for
the position of senator pro
tem. Cervantes received
13 votes to Rubio’s six.
As a senator pro tem,
Cervantes will substitute
for Reyna whenever she
is absent or unable to
conduct meetings.
The senate approved
the
appointment
of
psychology major Edna
Martinez as senator of the
College of Liberal Arts.
With this appointment,
all three senator positions
for this college have been
filled.
Student Health Services
Director Eugenia Curet
informed the senate about
retreats it will sponsor for
male and female students
later this semester.

Senator’s dilemma resolved
Top vote-getter adjusts class schedule to attend SGA meetings

By Stephanie Mendez

THE COLLEGIAN

One of five freshmen
elected to the Student
Government Association
was not sworn in last
week
because
the
organization’s meetings
conflicted with his class
schedule, but officials say
he has now changed his
schedule.
Jose
Chavez,
an
undeclared
freshman,
garnered
the
most
votes—83—in the election
conducted Sept. 8 and
9; however, he did not
attend last Tuesday’s SGA
meeting or take the oath
of office because he was
in class.
“He wasn’t there at the
meeting because he has
a class, or he had a class,
at that time and it’s one of
the things that usually we
ask candidates to make
sure that they’re going to
be available for the SGA
meetings … before they
commit … but somehow
this was overlooked,” said
Student Judicial Affairs
Coordinator
David
Marquez, who serves as
one of the SGA’s advisers.
Friday
afternoon
Marquez
said
that
Chavez
adjusted
his
class schedule in order
to attend the weekly
Tuesday afternoon SGA

Héctor Aguilar/collegian

Carolina Villarreal (from left), Elizabeth Ayala, Philip Martinez, psychology major and Lovemore Zihove take the oath of office
Tuesday to become freshmen senators representing the University College. The freshmen were elected to the Student Government
Association earlier this month.

meetings. He will take
the oath of office during
this week’s meeting.
The
other
four
freshmen
who
were
elected
to represent
University
College
were sworn in during
the meeting. They are
Carolina
Villarreal,
who received 65 votes;
education
major
Elizabeth Ayala, 62;
engineering
physicsmechanical
major
Lovemore Zihove, 59;
and psychology major
Philip Martinez, 56.
Those who also ran were
business
management
major Mauricio Garcia,
with 48 votes; psychology
major Magnolia Alcantar,
47; psychology/sociology
major Daniel Mares,

34; and mathematics/
education major Adrian
Perales, 24.
A
total
of
478
students cast ballots
via Blackboard during
the election held Sept.
8 and 9 to elect five
representatives for the
University College.

Casa Bella residents pestered
by service outage

file photo

By Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
the collegian

Administrators of UTB/TSC’s Casa Bella have
received complaints from about 20 residents about the
lack of Internet service in the newly acquired student
housing complex.
Among those students is Quentin Barruel, a senior
engineering physics-mechanical major who said he
has been without the service since the beginning of the
semester.
“I asked when it will be repaired, and [the Casa Bella
office] said I had to wait, so I’m still waiting,” Barruel
said.
Douglas Stoves, Residential Life and Housing
director, said there are more than 400 connections in
the building, “and so there has been some delays.”
Stoves said he has not heard any complaints about
widespread outages, only complaints from certain
apartments.
“If we had a building go down, obviously we would
get over there right away,” he said.
Fitratullah Khan, the university’s director of
Infrastructure Telecommunications and Networks,
said the problem is with patching and registration
problems. Khan said his department has been fixing
the different problems with the Internet since the
beginning of the school year.
“We would like to think the issues are resolved, but
we are getting reports every day that rooms don’t have
Internet,” Khan told The Collegian on Sept. 8.
Freshman English major Chase Sundt said he had
no Internet service for as long as two days. He said the
service at Casa Bella is inconsistent.
“It depends, sometimes [the Internet] has been
out for a couple days, a couple hours,” Sundt said,
adding he is lucky to have Internet service right now.
“Sometimes it will go and sometimes it won’t pick up
the cord, or the cord is not working, or the outlets in
the wall won’t work.”
Stoves said Casa Bella and ITNET staffs have been
responding to students’ complaints.
“ITNET came in and fixed a lot of the connections
that have been reported,” he said. The director said the
list of reports have decreased because ITNET has been
fixing the reported problems.
Stoves said if students are still waiting for Internet
service they should contact the Casa Bella staff.
“They are welcome to come in and we will go through
it with them,” he said.
Casa Bella and ITNET staffs agree that the problems
will decline when wireless Internet is available. ITNET
is conducting a survey to estimate a budget for wireless
Internet.
“Hopefully this semester, we can get that up and
running; that should take care of the connection errors
we are dealing with,” Stoves said.
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By Francisco Garza
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If you are
reading this,
chances
are you are
a college
student. If
you are a
college student, chances
are you don’t vote. If you
don’t vote, chances are
that you don’t care.
Maybe you don’t care
because you don’t get
politics; let me explain it
in a simple way.
Think of government
as a video game. From
the president of our
country to our city
commissioners, think
of all of them as a video
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Who’s your electoral avatar?
Politics is like a video game
game characters.
Like in many video
games, if you want to
play, you need an avatar,
a representation of
yourself in this game
world.
Your elected official is
your avatar.
Like an avatar, you
just don’t choose the first
candidate you see; you
have to study them, look
at their weaknesses and
strengths, their policies
and determine if they
really represent who you
are. See if that avatar is
represents you.

Unlike in a video game,
however, with politics
there is always a chance
the avatar you have
selected does not make it
to the end.
You win some and you
lose some.
Don’t blame it on your
sweaty hands or a broken
controller.
Wait for the next
election; you will have
your chance once more.
But if you don’t vote,
you are letting others
choose the avatar for you.
You are letting others
play your game.

If you would not let
some random stranger
take the controller from
you in the middle of
a boss fight, then why
would you let them do
that in the middle of an
election?
Chances are I lost
you at “election,” but if
I didn’t, please hear my
plea.
Prepare yourself for
every election; play the
game and choose your
avatar, or you will be the
one who is being played.
If you don’t vote, you
don’t matter.

Not enough money

“My issue is with financial aid because the money I
get is not enough for me. It is going
to be better if I can get more
money from financial aid. [UTB/
TSC] could give me $8,000 for
the first semester.”

Josue Medellin
Freshman music major

Parking dilemma

“My current issue around campus is parking. I
have class around 1 [p.m.], and it is
really bad to find a parking space
available. I have to go roaming
around campus for 10 minutes in
order to find an empty parking
space. My suggestion would be
for [UTB/TSC] to amplify the
parking spaces, because it’s not
only my issue; other fellow students
have the same trouble.”

Pattsy Rosas / Sophomore nursing major

Still waiting for books

“The BookBee is pretty slow, I
haven’t gotten my books yet. [The
BookBee] should order the books
sooner, or maybe have more in
stock. For two weeks, [the books]
have already been paid for.”

Robert Cantu
Sophomore radiologic technology major

Do you have beef? If so, contact Collegian Reporter Marlane Rodriguez at
882-5143

--Compiled by Marlane Ashley Rodriguez
--Photos by Leslie Barrientos

Letters
to the editor

Praising Zelma Mata

I wish to take this opportunity to thank [Health and
Human Performance Chair] Zelma Mata for her many
years of dedication and concern for the wellness of
students, faculty and staff at UTB. She has provided
free lessons in aerobics/toning exercises and more
recently “Zumba” for both the young and the young at
heart. She is responsible, in part, for the good health
and fitness that I continue to enjoy at my age.
Hurray for Dr. Mata!
Thelma Sullivan
Assistant Director, Student Success Center

Take your issue to the SGA

In response to Francisco Garza’s article about “Belly”
[“For whom the bell tolls,” Sept. 12] and to all students
who think they know what’s best, or for the ones that
have ideas that need to be heard:
The bell is exactly how you called it, “the new
symbol for the University of Texas at Brownsville.”
This does not mean the bell is the new school mascot.
I have had many students ask me questions regarding
this separation and our conversations always end the
same, with me telling them to get involved with their
Student Government Association. Students should be
utilizing their SGA to share their ideas, interests and
concerns for the university/college. The SGA serves as
the voice of the students, their mission is to promote
the rights of the students, express students’ opinions
and ensure student participation in decision-making
processes.
Whether you, as the student, want to share your
ideas and opinions on what you think the new UTB
mascot should be, how the no-smoking policy should
be enforced or how changes should be made with this
separation, you need to get involved with your SGA,
as they are your voice on this campus and they are the
ones that can help implement your ideas or practices.
Let your voice be heard—the best way to do it is
through your SGA!
Who knows, maybe they can even help answer some
of your questions; you’ll never know until you ask. Visit
the SGA website to learn more: utb.edu/SGA or email
them at sga@utb.edu.
Jamie Barnhill Aquatic and Events
Coordinator, Campus Recreation
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The space equation
UTB and TSC to negotiate building use
Buildings UTB Owns
— Science and Engineering
Technology Building
— Education and Business Complex
— Life and Health Sciences Building
— Biomedical Research and Health
Professions Building

Héctor Aguilar/collegian

A potential provost’s office is located in the new Biomedical Research and Health Professions building.

By Francisco Garza

THE COLLEGIAN

The Office of the Provost will
be moved to the new Biomedical
Research and Health Professions
Building when Texas Southmost
College requires the use of the
Commandant’s Quarters.
“The current administration of
UTB/TSC is the managing partner
of the partnership,” UT-Brownsville
Provost Alan Artibise explained.
Artibise said that although the
building that houses his office is
property of TSC, they can’t just
“kick me out.”
“ ... I have a lease with them and
until that lease is changed, we are
not moving anywhere,” he said.
The provost said that when the
time comes, his office will move,
along with Academic Affairs, into
the new building.
Artibise
expects
lease

negotiations between UTB and TSC
to start in January now that TSC
has appointed a president.
Of all the campus’ buildings,
UTB only owns four: the Science
and
Engineering
Technology
Building, the Education and
Business Complex, the Life and
Health Sciences Building and the
Biomedical Research and Health
Professions Building.
He said that once the partnership
is dissolved, UTB is interested in
buying or leasing the University
Boulevard Library and Classroom
buildings. Those buildings along
with many others owned by TSC are
currently furnished by UTB.
“We have no indication yet
whether TSC is interested in selling
us those buildings or leasing those
buildings,” Artibise said. “TSC
has way more square footage than
they need, we don’t have enough.

If we get those buildings, buy them
or lease them, from TSC we are
pretty close to being OK. We may
need to build one new building
for administration and student
services. The other buildings we are
going to share, almost absolutely,
are the Student Union and REK
Center, because UTB students pay
[for those] and so do TSC students,
but the obligation is TSC. So we are
going to suggest to them that we
will continue to collect money from
our students if you let us manage
the buildings.”
He believes it will take at least a
year to sort it all out and although
there may be some rough spots
during the negotiation, “we have
agreed on some rules.”
“Students can’t get hurt,” Artibise
said. “We want both institutions to
succeed, and no one is out to get
anybody.”

Fed-mandated

Student Convocation
By Viridiana Zúñiga
Spanish editor

UTB/TSC international students are required to
attend a mandatory student convocation as part of
the regulations mandated by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.
“It is basically a review of all new regulations and
modifications on immigration laws,” said Aragelia
Salazar, international student adviser. “Although
International students already have a broad knowledge
about their immigration status, they need to be up to
date on the most current regulations.”
The convocation was an initiative of Dr. Paroiatnikova,
director of the Office of Global Engagement.
Yasmín Muñiz, student of master’s in education,
attended the convocation on Sept. 10 and said, “It is
a very informative event. They gave us an update on
our rights and obligations within the school and the
country”.
Students were informed of the convocation on a
massive email sent by the Global Engagement Office on
Aug. 24.
The conference is given by Paroiatnikova and Aragelia
Salazar.
“It was very helpful having Aragelia answering
questions we had,” said Mario Zamora, student
working on his master’s of education in curriculum and
instruction.
Three out of four conferences have been given.
“Students have the opportunity to choose the date that
best accommodates to their schedule,” Salazar said.
“We have had around 60 students per conference, but
over half of the students haven’t attended yet.”
Conferences have been held in Salon Cassia in the
Educational
and Business
Complex since
Sept. 1. .The
Office of Global
Engagement
is considering
o p e n i n g
additional
dates.
“It always
helps
to
attend
these
Aragelia Salazar,
events,” said
International student advisor
Yasmín Muñiz.
“A l t h o u g h
I’ve been here for many years, it helped me to review
immigration laws I already know.”
The last date to attend, until now, is at 11 a.m. Sept.
24.
Students need to bring copies of their current visa,
I-20, I-94 and passport and to fill out an intake form
previously sent through an email.
Failure to attend the convocation may jeopardize
students’ immigration status.
UTB/TSC has 411 international students from 19
different countries. According to Salazar, there is an
increase in the enrollment this semester, compared
with previous years.
For more information, call the Office of Global
Engagement at 882-7983.			

“Although International
students already have a
broad knowledge about their
immigration status, they
need to be up to date on the
most current regulations.”
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UTB/TSC
is
again
offering
a
bachelor’s
degree in finance and has
redesigned its engineering
technology degree for
Spring 2012.
I m m a n u e l
Edinbarough, an associate
professor in the College of
Science, Mathematics and
redesigned
Technology,
the bachelor’s degree in
engineering
technology
to
combine
three
specializations.
“Earlier,
we
had
three
specializations
in
engineering
technology,
namely
mechanical,
electronics
and
manufacturing
engineering technologies,”
Edinbarough said. “Now,
we have consolidated these
three specializations into
one generic engineering
technology,
wherein
students can get all these
specialties under one
degree. So here, we have
made the engineering
technology very specific to
the current technologies,
like renewable energy,
nanotechnology, robotics
and automation, advance
materials, quality control
and etc.”
He said the program has
an emphasis in renewable
energy and components
for design.
The
new
degree
program will be available
for students who enroll
in Spring 2012. However,
current
engineering
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Redesigned, revived
Engineering technology degree consolidated, finance bachelor’s
brought back
technology students can
transfer into the new
program.
“The degree plan had
to change because of
the technology changes
around,”
Edinbarough
said, “especially in the [Rio
Grande] Valley; we do not
have large manufacturing
facilities.”
He
said
students
majoring in the redesigned
engineering program will
now have “50 percent
hands-on and 50 percent
minds-on” and some of the
most important benefits
the program has to offer
are job opportunities in
a global market because
now students “not only will
know why, but also how to
design a product” and can
earn a starting salary of
$45,000 and higher.
“We
are
creating
engineers for the global
market,”
Edinbarough
said.
Before, in order to
be admitted into the
program, students had to
be calculus ready, but now,
the prerequisites have
been changed to college
algebra and Composition
I.
Senior
engineering
technology major Mauricio
Ochoa said combining the
specializations into one

program and the hands-on
training will give students
an advantage when they
apply for jobs.
Senior
engineering
technology major Melchor
Chavez, who will graduate
in December under the old
degree program, also sees
potential in the redesigned
degree because of the
hands-on training.
“Right now, we, the
students that are already
graduating, have this
problem, that in many
companies they ask for
experience and we don’t
have it,” Chavez said.
Juan Sanchez, a senior
engineering
technology
major, believes the new
program will be much
broader and easier to
understand.
“I will say it’s going to
be easier because you can
learn how it works on a
piece of paper, you can do
all the calculations and you
could also see while you
are doing the actual part,”
Sanchez said. “… You can
do all the simulations
in a computer, but while
making the parts you can
see a little bit different. It’s
not as easy as saying, ‘Well,
the computer told me to do
this,’ so it complements
one another.”
The School of Business

has brought back its
finance degree after a twoyear absence.
Asked why the degree
was removed in the
first place, Finance and
Economics Chair Gautam
Hazarika said removing
the degree was a mistake.
“We used to have this
degree last in 2007-2008
and then we did some
restructuring—I think it
was ill-advised--but we
thought we’d focus on our
strengths and we decided
that back then that
finance was not one of our
strengths, so we phased it
out. But then we [brought]
it back in because we now
realize that there is a lot
of demand for finance.
We observed that when
the finance program was
scrapped, the number of
majors in accounting went
up.”
Hazarika said finance is
a solid degree that offers
good job prospects. Those
jobs include financial
managers,
specialists
and examiners, analysts
and personal financial
advisers.
He said the university
is offering a course
that would be useful
for
everyone—personal
financial management.
“This is to teach you

how to manage your own
finances,” Hazarika said,
“and also to advise other
people to do this.”
The department chair
also said the National
Association of Colleges
and
Employers’
job
outlook report for this
year shows employers are
most interested in hiring
new college graduates
with bachelor’s degrees in
business, engineering and
computer science.
“And within business,
they say 57 percent of the
employers surveyed said
they were interested in
hiring finance graduates,”
Hazarika said.
Mark Kroll, dean of
the School of Business,
said finance is all about
“trust”
and
building
“relationships.”
“Financial
services
is really about building
relationships and you
know when you’re talking
about
money,
you’re
talking about trust, right?”
Kroll
said.
“Nothing
causes people to worry
about trust issues more
than money. You might
trust your friend with your
cell phone or something,
but would you trust him
with $5,000? So it’s
about trust, and it’s about
building relationships for

people to trust you.”
Asked what kind of
person this degree is
best suited for, the dean
replied: “I don’t think that
the finance field would be
a good one for someone
who is very introverted
or not really interested in
meeting the public and
working with people, but
if you are that kind of
person, then it might be a
field that you might find
interesting.”
Janna Arney, special
assistant to the vice
president for Academic
Affairs, told The Collegian
that UTB is awaiting
approval
from
the
University of Texas System
and the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating
Board to offer a new
bachelor of arts degree in
early childhood education
studies.
Arney
said
Texas
Southmost College is now
offering an associate’s
degree
in
renewable
energy. She said the
degree “has many revised
certificates that will feed
into that.”
“Some of the certificates
are geothermal heating
and
cooling,
green
building, solar voltaic
technology,” Arney said.
Some
academic
programs, however, are
being phased out over a
several-year period, she
said. They are the master’s
of education in reading
specialist and the master’s
in nursing with a specialty
in public health nursing.
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Excessive energy use
almost led to rolling
blackouts this summer

Turn out the lights

By Francisco Garza

the weather has been
milder, we are not
expecting it to
spike again.”
But
she
does
expect
c on s er v at ion
notices
will
come back this
winter.
“People are
using
more
electricity to keep
their homes warm,”
Ne v a r e z -Wa r n e r
said. “We saw a peak
in February of this year
because of the freeze. …
That’s when we saw the
need for rolling blackouts.
If it is a cold winter, then we
may go into that again but
we don’t anticipate it.”
During rolling blackouts,
electricity is cut to a
particular zone of the city for a period of
time that can range from half an hour to
a couple of hours. Then it is returned and
another zone is “blacked out.”
Bill Berg, chair of UTB/TSC’s
Engineering Department, gave The
Collegian an example of unnecessary
energy use.
“An electric fan, for example, moves
air around and people benefit from

THE COLLEGIAN

If the temperature starts to spike,
either very hot or very cold, be careful
with the amount of energy that you use
or you may find yourself in a temporary
blackout.
“We are still suggesting that people
conserve energy at this time,” said Alicia
Nevarez-Warner, communications and
public relations coordinator for the
Brownsville Public Utilities Board.
Extremely hot temperatures and dry
conditions persisted across Deep South
Texas through much of August, according
to the National Weather Service website.
Daytime highs ranged from 100 to 107
over inland sections to the mid- to upper
90s along the coast.
“[The extreme heat] puts a big strain
across Texas, not only in Brownsville.
… That’s why [the Electric Reliability
Council of Texas,] the state agency that
regulates municipalities that own power
stations, told us to cut back and that is
what has been going on this summer.”
She said the messages from ERCOT to
conserve energy started in June.
“The last one was in late August,”
Nevarez-Warner said. “We got messages
from ERCOT saying that we were very
close to our capacity. … That’s when they
were saying that if it got any worse we
will have to go to rolling blackouts. Since

Glitch in system shuts
down REK Center pool
for three days

the fan if they are
standing in front of
the fan,” Berg said.
“… If you are not
in the room or
leave the house
to go shopping
and you leave
the
fan
on,
that is overuse
and
waste
of
electricity
because no one is
benefiting from the
use of that fan.
“The
electric
companies
have
to
provide the electricity that
is demanded, so if people are
demanding more electricity
than the electric company
can produce … they have a
choice to do something called
a brownout, which means
you are no longer having the
full voltage available, which means
everyone is still on but they are on a
lower voltage, which can damage some
of the motors, or they can do this thing
utility companies call rolling blackouts.
When there is more demand than there
is supply, something has got to give.”
Asked about ways to conserve energy,
Berg replied that “aside from turning off
the [air conditioner] and fans when you

No swimming allowed

By Alejandro Rivera
Sports editor

The Recreation, Education and
Kinesiology Center closed its pool for
three days due to a shortage of the
necessary chemicals used to clean it,
officials say.
“We did not have enough chlorine to
get us into this next fiscal year,” said
REK Center Director Arturo Olague.
“We ordered just enough for the previous
fiscal year, but the new budgeting process
from the business office had not carried
us into the new fiscal year so we couldn’t
order more chemicals. We were waiting
for our purchasing cards to go to Leslie’s
to buy the chemicals.”
Olague explained that the REK
Center was “not able to purchase
anything from Leslie’s due to a bank
code miscommunication between the
credit card company and our purchasing

ALEJANDRO RIVERA/collegian

The REK Center pool shut down for three days due to a shortage in chemicals needed to clean it. It reopened Tuesday.

office, but we’ve cleared that up already
and we were able to go and purchase the
chemicals.”
According to information she received
from the Purchasing Office, Vice
President for Business Affairs Rosemary
Martinez explained that the problem
was due to a new credit card system

Faculty, Students, Staff!

(956)546-0381
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(Off 12th St.)

$200
PER
PERS
ON*

• $200 mon. per person double occupancy
• Flexible month-to-month agreement
• All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
• Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
• Security Surveillance
• Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
• Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
• Restaurants Nearby
• WiFi Available
• Laundry Area
TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY.
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.

implemented by the State of Texas, which
has filters in place in order to prevent
any unwarranted purchases. It’s these
new parameters on how and where to
make purchases with the credit card that
caused the problem. Martinez explained
that the Purchasing Office is now
working with the affected departments

are not in the room, there is very little
that can be done.”
But he said another option that needs
to be looked into is making green energy
sources, such as solar and wind power,
more accessible.
Jude Benavides, an assistant professor
of hydrology in the Environmental
Sciences Department, believes that it’s
not only our electricity consumption that
goes up in these times.
“It takes energy to produce clean
water, it takes water to produce clean
energy, and they go hand in hand, so we
have a double punch here in this area,”
Benavides said. “… The leading climate
science shows right now that we are in
a region that is going to be a little harder
than other areas simply because of our
geography … and we have to plan for that
now.”
Moderate to severe drought conditions
covered eastern Hidalgo, Willacy and
Cameron counties, according to the
National Weather Service website.
Noel Santivanez, a sophomore criminal
justice major, said he and his family have
the air conditioner on constantly when
the heat peaks.
Santivanez was not aware of the rolling
blackouts policy of PUB.
“I wouldn’t like to be without power,”
he said.
Santibanez said there needs to be a
focus on alternative energy.
“There should be more solar energy
consumption,” he said.

and the credit card company in order
to remove the filters that are causing
problems.
Martinez said the Purchasing Office
offered to buy the REK Center the
necessary chemicals on Sept.7.
Olague said he was not aware of an
offer to buy the chemicals, but that
he worked in conjunction with the
Purchasing Office on Sept. 8 in order to
expedite the order.
“We needed the chlorine so we could
maintain the water at a safe level and
when we ran out of chlorine, we don’t
want to keep that pool open until we can
get more in,” he said.
The pool was reopened last Tuesday.

YOUR NEWS IN
ONE PLACE
UTB
COLLEGIAN
.COM

8|

September 19, 2011

the collegian

September 19, 2011
the collegian

|9

10 |

September 19, 2011

the collegian

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT |11

September 19, 2011
the collegian

The Latin beat SHOTS&

Faculty Hispanic Heritage Concert set Friday at Arts Center
By Leslie Annette Lopez
THE COLLEGIAN

Faculty and students
in the Music Department
will unite to perform in
concert in observance of
Hispanic Heritage Month
at 8 p.m. Friday in the
UTB/TSC Arts Center.
The concert has been
held every year for the
last 12 years, but this year
will focus on the music
of Mexico, Brazil, Costa
Rica and Spain. Proceeds
from the concert will go
toward scholarships for
music majors.
“Aside from [celebrating]
Hispanic
Heritage
Month,
it’s
also
a
scholarship
fundraiser
for students who are
studying music and a
wonderful
showcase
for the music faculty
because almost everyone
performs and it’s just
really exciting,” said
Carol McNabb-Goodwin,
an associate professor in
the Music Department
who will take part by
playing the bassoon.

Richard
Urbiš,
artistic director of the
university’s Patron of the
Arts program, organized
the concert to show the
variety of music the
Hispanic culture caries.
“We at the UTB/
TSC Music Department
feel very strong about
bringing the musical
works of Latin American
and Spanish composers
to the attention of the
listening public,” Urbiš
said. “The variety of
music is highly varied,
beautiful, full of great
educational craft and
highly
entertaining.
People often think that
Hispanic music is only
mariachi and conjunto
and I love these genres
myself, but Hispanic
music has as multifaceted
a variety as any other
country in Europe, and
is equal in quality to
these other nations. We
perform these works
from our hearts.”
The
faculty
will
perform music from such
artists as Issac Albéniz,

HEALTH

Continued from Page 1

worried about her other classmates and
herself, fearing exposure to contagions.
“I need to make sure this gets taken
care of,” she said. “I need to get checked
every three months for nine months for
HIV, hepatitis B and C, and syphilis, so
until then, I will know that I am going
to be OK. … I have to get tested because,
God forbid, if she did to me to other
students before me, I could be infected
with anything. They say the likelihood
of me getting anything it’s not going to
happen but just to be safe, just to make
sure.”
Latigo filed a police report Aug. 24 and
sent a grievance statement to the Dean of
Students Aug. 26 as per the suggestion of
the department.
Mari Fuentes-Martin, dean of
students and associate vice president for
Student Affairs, said she could not speak
about the situation. Fuentes-Martin also
oversees Student Health Services.
“It’s more of a matter of integrity,”
she said about releasing information
about Latigo’s grievance. “There’s just
information that is not shared about a
particular case with other students.”
She said her department facilitates
the grievance process, which follows
the chain of command to get to the
bottom of an investigation. There is
a 10-day timeframe, during which
Dean of Students Office has to wrap up
the grievance process, beginning the
day the grievance is submitted to the
department’s office.
“When we get a complaint, the first
thing to do is an investigation and hear
both sides of the story,” Fuentes-Martin
said. “… The result or the outcome
isn’t always what the student wants or

Ney Rosauro, Melesio
Morales and Silvestre
Revueltas.
“I really look forward to
it every year because the
audience will get to hear
a tremendous variety
of music by Hispanic
composers,”
McNabbGoodwin said.
The students in the
wind
ensemble
will
perform a piece by Arturo
Marquez called “Danzón
No.2.” The Mariachi
Escorpión
will
also
perform at the concert.
“This
event
will
show the abundance
of Hispanic heritage
and I hope that people
understand the great
influence it has for
our community,” said
sophomore
music
education major Jose
Aguilar, who is a member
of the wind ensemble.
Admission is $15, $5
for students with a valid
student ID. For more
information, contact the
Arts Center at 882-7025
or email patron@utb.edu.

expects and sometimes it goes against
the department. It just kind of depends.
Sometimes there is no clear evidence
one way or the other as to how to resolve
the problem, so grievances can be very
challenging.”
On Wednesday, Latigo received a
response from the Dean of Students but
it was not to her liking. According to the
document, the Student Health Services
medical staff has been requested to again
take training on the management of
blood-borne pathogens, and the medical
director of the department “did not
believe that any inappropriate actions
had occurred based on the documents
he reviewed.”
The investigation showed that Latigo
was not exposed to harm, the document
states, and no infections will arise from
the blood work done. Seeking testing
over the next nine months is Latigo’s
choice.
Originally, Latigo wanted all students
who had been in the office that day
alerted about the situation so they could
get tested for infections or contagions.
“I’m not happy with it,” Latigo told
The Collegian Friday. “I don’t know what
I’m going to do right now.”
The dean’s reply also states: “Ms.
Latigo’s dose was the last injection from
the vial that Ms. Latigo was concerned
about cross-contamination. … [The
medical assistant] administered another
dose from a new vial that contained 50
doses.”
The medical assistant has since left
the university but not because of the
grievance Latigo filed or the resulting
investigation, Curet said.
For more information on submitting
a grievance against a university
department, go to http://www.utb.edu/
vpaa/coe/Pages/StudentGrievances.
aspx.

LABELS

Leslie Barrientos/collegian photos

Name: Sarai Vela
Classification: Junior
Major: Communication
Clothing: White tank, PacSun ($6); jean shorts, American Eagle ($30);
brown Durango boots, eBay.com ($26)
Accessories: Turquoise earrings and flower clip, Forever 21 ($4)
Who/what inspires your style? “My mood and Lady Gaga inspire my
style. I’m very random. I like to dress comfortably for the most part, but
every now and then I let my crazy side take over.”
Describe your style in three words: “Random, fun and cool.”
--Compiled by Leslie Barrientos

Earn $100 this week

Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
up to $100 this week as a new donor.

1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX
(956) 982-0445

Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

www.talecrisplasma.com

Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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ASL Talent Show Grito de Independencia
to highlight Deaf
Awareness Week

Disability Services

The fifth annual ASL
Talent Show will take
place Saturday in the
Gran Salon of UTB/
TSC’s Student Union. The
show will include comedy
sketches,
storytelling,
dance, songs and more.
A celebration of deaf
culture, the show is
presented in American
Sign
Language,
the
natural
language
of the nation’s deaf
community. For those
not familiar with ASL,
voice translation will be
provided.
Doors will open for a
social at 6 p.m. and the
show begins at 7 p.m.
Admission at the door

is $5. Advance tickets
for $3 are available
from members of the
Sting ’Em Sign Club.
Admission is free for
children ages 5 and
younger. Refreshments
and a photo booth will be
available.
Deaf Awareness Week
is observed the last full
week
of
September.
Its purpose is to draw
attention to deaf people,
their accomplishments
and their issues.
Almost
25
deaf
students attend classes at
UTB/TSC each semester.
A staff of full- and
part-time
interpreters
works day and night by
attending the students’
classes, tutoring sessions,

advising appointments
and campus events and
interpreting
in
each
setting.
The Modern Languages
Department offers two
ASL courses, SGNL 1301
and 1302. According
to the department, the
courses are always filled
to capacity. More than
210 students are enrolled
this semester.
The ASL Talent Show
is produced by the
Sting ’Em Sign Club
and Disability Services
and is co-sponsored by
Student Life. For more
information,
contact
Rose Landa at 8827375 or email rosemary.
landa@utb.edu.

They want the world to know!
Auditions set for ‘Coming Out Monologues’

By Leslie Annette Lopez
THE COLLEGIAN

Auditions for the “Coming Out
Monologues” will be held between 5 and 7
p.m. today and Tuesday in the Education
and Business Complex’s Salon
Cassia.
Members
of
C.H.A.N.G.E.
(C o m mu n i t i e s
Handling
the
Advancement
and
Networking
of Gender Equity) club at
UTB/TSC began working on
the monologues last spring
semester.
David Hernandez, vice
president of C.H.A.N.G.E.,
said
the
monologues
a r e
stories about people who are gay, lesbian,
bisexual or transgender and are coming
out to someone who is important to them.
“We want to acknowledge that it’s OK to
come out of the ‘closet,’ it doesn’t matter
who you are or where you’re coming from,
you should never be afraid to accept who
you are,” Hernandez said.
Senior English major Miranda Salazar,

senior English and sociology major Rene
Cardona and former UTB/TSC student
Joe Uvalles united to collaborate on their
stories and turn them into a variety of
monologues.
“Some of them are funny, some are
philosophical,
some
are really serious and
dramatic and really
capture the essence of
what real life is like for the
gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender community,”
Uvalles said.
Those who audition
will be able to choose a
monologue, rehearse it
and then present it.
“We are really looking
for people that have exuberance,
determination and vivacious personalities
and anyone who is interested in
auditioning is welcomed,” Salazar said.
The play will be presented Oct. 14 and
15 in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
For
more
information,
email
C.H.A.N.G.E. at organization.change@
yahoo.com.

Héctor Aguilar/collegian

Rodolfo Quilantán-Arenas, Mexican consul in Brownsville, waves the Mexican flag during the “El Grito de la Independencia”
ceremony, which was held in the International Technology, Education and Commerce Center last Thursday. Looking on (from left)
are Alan Artibise, UTB/TSC provost; Sonja Artibise, his wife; Michael Freeman, Customs and Border Protection port director; and
Manuel García-Garza, representative of the of the mayor of Matamoros, Mexico.

Jenga

CHRIS PEñA/collegian

Sophomore biology major Paloma Mendoza plays Jenga against junior biology major Crystal Lopez last Wednesday in the
Student Union game room.

More Than Just A Pepper

Michelle Serrano/collegian

Sophomore art major Saul Arellano ponders “Brain Maggot,” a painting by UTB/TSC Professor Carlos G. Gómez. The painter’s
jalapeño-signature style is demonstrated in a solo opening in the Rusteberg Gallery Sept. 13 to a crowd of about 60. The
collection, titled “A Handsome Pepper: Reflective Observation,” features a mixed-media catalog of Gómez’s works that will be on
display until Oct. 14.
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Leslie Barrientos/collegian photos

American Legion Post Second Vice Cmdr. Pablo Villarreal salutes the flag during the 9/11 Memorial Ceremony.

Observing a moment of silence during the 9/11 Memorial Ceremony are UT-Brownsville President Juliet V. García, Brownsville Mayor
Tony Martinez, Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos, Brownsville Fire Chief Lenny Perez and attorney Leandra Costilla Ortiz.

Lest we forget: 9/11 memorial honors victims, heroes
By Alexandra Gracia
THE COLLEGIAN

Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez’s son
was working blocks away from the World
Trade Center when terrorists slammed its
twin towers with jets.
“On this day 10 years ago, I was in the
courthouse here in Cameron County
selecting a jury with my son Trey,”
Martinez told an audience of about
100 people gathered for a memorial
ceremony at the International Technology,
Education and Commerce Center. “As
news of the planes hitting the World
Trade Center reached us, we, like so many
across the country and our community,
waited for news of friends and loved ones.
My youngest son Andy was working just
blocks away from the World Trade Center
that morning. As the tragedy and horror
unfolded on the news, we waited for word.
“Thankfully, in the hours that followed,
we received word that Andy was safe;
however, so many families never received
that phone call, including the families of
the 343 first responders who lost their
lives while helping save the lives of so
many.”
The mayor, who was among several
dignitaries who spoke at the ceremony,
said everybody inside the ITECC’s Central
Plaza on Sunday could recall what they
were doing during on 9/11.
UT-Brownsville President Juliet V.
García and Brownsville Fire Chief Lenny
Perez recalled what they were doing when
the planes hit the World Trade Center.
García said she was deciding whether
to cancel the speech by author Carlos
Fuentes, which was part of the yearly
Distinguished Lecture Series, and Perez
said he was patiently waiting for his station
to be called to aid the other thousand first

responders in New York City.
For David Rivera, program director of
the Veterans Upward Bound Program,
this is an emotional time.
“It’s a time to remember and to reflect,”
Rivera said. “In my program, I serve a
lot of veterans who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan, so it brings memories about
what they’ve gone through, the suffering
of what they’ve gone through to fight
for our freedoms actually, specifically
9/11. It’s a very emotional time. I know
I was watching it this morning on TV
and I already had tears in my eyes. [This
ceremony] was a wonderful opportunity
to … help [Visual Arts Lecturer] Marcia
[Selsor] and the President’s Office put this
together.”
The keynote speaker, Cameron County
Judge Carlos Cascos, spoke about how the
memorial was not only for the thousands
who died in the attacks, but also for the
first responders and other individuals
who assisted in finding victims trapped
inside the rubble.
“No one will ever know what went
through the minds of those 2,900 plus
people that lost their lives, but a lot a lot
of heroes and heroines were born that
day,” Cascos said. “They did not come to
realize what their lives meant, [including
the passengers on United Airlines Flight
93 who] prevented that flight from hitting
the White House. So what does today
mean aside from commemorating a 10year anniversary of 9/11. … All of our lives
changed, not as drastic as those almost
3,000 men and women that lost their lives
that fateful day, but nonetheless, they
changed.”
The Brownsville Police Department
Honor Guard fired the 21-gun salute, while
Cmdr. Raul Leal of American Legion Post
43 performed “Taps.”
Senior art major Andrew Moncada, who

also spoke, told The Collegian afterward
how he was affected by 9/11.
“I believe it has caused me to be a more
patriotic American and just someone who
is more involved with the community
and just more, I guess, cherishing other
people’s lives and it really moved me to
understand that we can’t take our lives
for granted, our lives can be taken at any
moment,” Moncada said.
Among those in the audience was
Eliazar Castro, assistant veterans service
officer for Cameron County, who was
living in Virginia at the time of the attacks.
“I was stationed in Quantico, Va., with
the United States Marine Corps,” Castro
said. “I was a couple of minutes away from
the Pentagon and at the time it was pretty
alarming to find out the news because I

had a driver that [drove] every day to the
Pentagon and my first concern [was] to see
if he was doing good, because obviously
that was something that was pretty scary.
Good thing was that he was caught in
traffic [on] I-95 so it was a perfect scenario
to find out that he was good to go.”
The ceremony included a display of
lecturer Selsor’s artwork paying tribute
to 9/11’s victims. Titled “Every Life Is a
Book,” the work consists of 45 ceramic
“books” that represent every individual
who died that fateful morning.
“I’ve had people tell me it’s been very
moving and sometimes people cry in
response to it,” Selsor said of her artwork.
“I had a friend of mine, a ceramic artist,
looking at pictures of it and she said it
brought tears to her eyes.”
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Convocatoria a estudiantes internacionales
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
Editora de español

Como parte de
lo estipulado por
el Departamento
de
Seguridad
Nacional
de
Estados Unidos,
los
estudiantes
internacionales
de
UTB/TSC
deberán
asistir
obligatoriamente
a una conferencia
sobre
asuntos
migratorios.
“Básicamente,
estamos tratando
de reunir a los
estudiantes para
informarles
de
los
nuevos
reglamentos
y
de las modificaciones a las
leyes de migración”, dijo
Aragelia Salazar, asesora de
estudiantes internacionales.
“Aunque los estudiantes
internacionales
conocen
bien las leyes por las que se
rigen, queremos que estén
al día con los reglamentos
actuales”.
La
convocatoria
es
una iniciativa de Alla
Paroiatnikova,
directora
de la oficina de Global
Engagement.
Yasmín Muñiz, estudiante
de maestría en educación,
asistió a la conferencia el 10
de septiembre y dijo: “Es un

evento muy informativo. Nos
pusieron al día sobre los
derechos y obligaciones que
tenemos con la escuela y con
el país”.
Los estudiantes fueron
informados
el
evento
por medio de un correo
electrónico masivo enviado
por la oficina de Global
Engagement el 24 de agosto.
La conferencia es dirigida
por Paroiatnikova.
“Fue de mucha ayuda que
Aragelia respondiera todas
las dudas que teníamos”, dijo
Mario Zamora, estudiante
de maestría en educación en
currículum e instrucción.
Se han dado tres de
las
cuatro
conferencias

a repasar
aquellas
leyes
de
migración
que
ya
conocía”.
La última
fecha para
asistir,
h a s t a
ahora,
es
el 24 de
septiembre
a las 11 a.m.
L o s
estudiantes
deberán
l l e v a r
consigo
copias de
su
visa
vigente,
héctor aguilar/Collegian
de la I-20,
programadas. “Les hemos
la I-94 y de su pasaporte,
dado la oportunidad a los
así como también deberán
estudiantes de elegir la
llenar y entregar una forma
fecha que mejor se acomode
que se les envió en un correo
a su horario”, dijo Salazar.
electrónico.
“Hemos tenido cerca de
Aquellos
estudiantes
60 estudiantes en cada
internacionales
que
no
conferencia, pero aún faltan
asistan a la convocatoria,
más de la mitad”.
pondrán en peligro su estatus
El evento se ha estado
migratorio.
llevando a cabo en el salón
UTB/TSC
tiene
411
Cassia de Education and
estudiantes internacionales
Business Complex desde el
de 19 países diferentes. De
1° de septiembre. La oficina
acuerdo a Salazar, el número
de Global Engagement está
de inscripciones incrementó
considerando abrir otra
este semestre con respecto
fecha.
al año pasado, cuando había
“Este tipo de eventos nunca
323 estudiantes inscritos.
están de más”, dijo Yasmín
Para más información,
Muñiz. “Aunque ya llevo
llama al 882-7983.
varios años aquí, me ayudó

Chichén Itzá: el descenso de Kukulcán
Por Viridiana Zúñiga
Editora de español

Durante el equinoccio
de otoño, el jueves 22,
se podrán observar
fenómenos
arqueoastronómicos con la luz
del sol y el reflejo de la
luna en los edificios de
las zonas arqueológicas
de
Chichén
Itzá,
México.
Año tras año, miles
de personas se reúnen
al pie de la pirámide
de
Kukulcán
para
recibir los equinoccios
de primavera y otoño,
donde gracias a una
proyección solar se
observa claramente a
una serpiente bajando
por las escaleras de la
pirámide.
Situado
en
la
legendaria
ciudad
de Chichén Itzá, se
encuentra el templo de
Kukulcán, una de las
principales atracciones
turísticas del país,
nombrado en el 2007
una de las “7 maravillas
del mundo moderno”.
Dicho
templo,
también
llamado
“El Castillo”, es una
construcción piramidal
conocida, sobre todo,
por el espectáculo
de luz y sombra
que ocurre durante
los equinoccios de
primavera y otoño.
“El
templo
fue
construido por el pueblo
maya como tributo

al dios Kukulcán o
serpiente emplumada”,
dijo
Leopoldo
Limón, residente de
Matamoros que trabajó

baja paulatinamente,
los visitantes y nativos
del lugar se sientan
en el suelo a orar y
meditar”, dijo Limón.

año de derecho penal,
asiduo del lugar.
El Castillo no sólo
es ejemplo de la
inigualable devoción

Estudiante
de hoy

héctor aguilar/Collegian

Nombre: Jamie Darlene Cisneros
Edad: 32 años
Especialidad: Derecho penal
Clasificación: Estudiante de tercer
año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre del
2013
Promedio: 3.4
Ciudad natal: Brownsville
Reconocimientos:
Lista de la
Rectora, Otoño 2010.
Pasatiempos: “Mi tiempo libre
lo dedico a mis hijas y a la iglesia
solamente”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Tengo
muchas metas, pero las principales son
ser un buen ejemplo para mis hijas y
convertirme en la primer persona en mi
familia en graduarse de la universidad”.
Actividades
extracurriculares:
“Soy notaria pública y, además, me
dedico a ayudar a la iglesia a la que
asisto en la organización de eventos”.
¿Cuál es tu inspiración? “Mi madre
es mi inspiración. Es abogada titulada
en México y es muy trabajadora;
siempre luchó por sacarnos adelante y
me motiva.”
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Mi
trabajo ideal es trabajar en ICE”.
¿Qué técnicas usas para estudiar?
“Tomo muchas notas, pongo atención,
leo y releo todo. Me gusta estar siempre
preparada”.
¿Cuál es tu consejo para los
alumnos de nuevo ingreso? “Mi
consejo es que tomen muy en cuenta
la asistencia. No sólo se trata de hacer
tareas o leer, sino de estar presente en
cada clase pues, además de necesario,
es
interesante.
Aprovechen
la
oportunidad de tener a alguien frente
a ustedes enseñando para preguntar y
simplemente saber más. Si van a clase,
todo va a ser más fácil”.
Anécdota: “Hace tiempo estaba
tomando una clase de psicología y
recuerdo bien que el maestro comenzó a
hablar de cómo nosotros mismos somos
los responsables de nuestra felicidad,
nadie más. En ese entonces, yo tenía
algunos problemas con mi marido,
entonces todo lo que dijo el maestro ese
día me ayudó a darme cuenta de que
mis problemas dependían de mí y eso
me ayudó mucho en mi vida personal”.

donde
fundó
una
civilización nueva en
la ciudad de Chichén
Itzá”, dijo Limón. “En
agradecimiento,
los
mayas le dedicaron
el místico templo”.
Marcela Quijano,
ex-catedrática
del
Instituto
Tecnológico
de
Mérida dijo: “Los
mayas guardaron
otra sorpresa en
el
templo:
sus
conocimientos
de acústica”. De
acuerdo a Quijano,
cuando
alguien
emite un ruido
agudo frente a
las escaleras del
templo, el ruido
se deforma tanto
hasta simular el
canto de un quetzal.
La entrada general
a las ruinas, de
lunes a sábado,
tiene un valor de
$116 pesos para
foto cortesía de jorge gonzález
visitantes mexicanos;
Los estudiantes de UTB/TSC Karla Hernández y Jorge González frente al templo de Kukulcán en mayo de 2010.
$166
pesos
para
en el Instituto Nacional
Al momento en que el de los mayas por sus extranjeros; $5 pesos
de
Antropología
e último triángulo toca la dioses, si no de la para menores de 13
Historia durante 15 cabeza de la serpiente increíble
precisión años y personas de la
años.
al final de las esclareas, a r q u i t e c t ó n i c a , tercera edad entran
El
21 de marzo, todos los presentes se m a t e m á t i c a , gratis. Los domingos la
así como el 21 ó 22 ponen de pie y alzan las astronómica
y entrada es gratuita para
de
septiembre,
al manos para absorber la cronológica
del ciudadanos mexicanos. --Recopilado por Viridiana Zúñiga
atardecer, los últimos energía que emana de legendario pueblo.
rayos de sol proyectan este fenómeno.
“La leyenda dice que
siete triángulos de luz
“Conforme el sol se en una ocasión, el dios
sobre las escalinatas del oculta, la imagen de la Kukulcán viajaba en
templo, formando la serpiente
disminuye una barca y sopló tan
Visítanos en nuestra página
figura de una serpiente hasta
desaparecer”, fuerte, que el viento
que desciende.
dijo Carlos Zurita, lo
condujo
hasta
“Mientras la serpiente estudiante de tercer una tierra sagrada

www.utbcollegian.com
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Ruffl i ng feat hers

Athlete of the Week

Scorpions above .500 with 2-0 win over Oklahoma Christian University
By Alejandro Rivera
Sports Editor

UTB/TSC’s Women’s
Soccer Team kicked off
the Scorpion Soccer
Classic last Thursday
with an impressive 2-0
win over the Oklahoma
Christian
University
Lady Eagles.
The
Scorpions
were aggressive from
the whistle and that
unrelenting style of play
kept them ahead.
“A win is a win,”
said Head Coach Nik
Barjaktarevic. “But I
think we could’ve scored
more. In the future when
we get better I think we
will finish quicker but I
think it was really good.
It’s a win at home, [so]
we’re excited. I think
we’re still trying to find
our style of play. We’re
still learning but we’re
still getting better, which
is a very positive thing.”
Despite scoring two

Volleyball

CHRISTOPHER PEÑA/Collegian

UTB/TSC Scorpion Linette Cuvillier and Oklahoma Christian Lady Eagles Laura Welch
fight for the ball during last Thursday’s game on the Scopion Soccer Field. Cuvillier
scored the first goal for the Scorpions.

goals early, the Scorpions
never let up. The effort
was visible in the stats as
UTB/TSC had eight shots
on goal while the Lady
Eagles only got off one.
“The team did really
well,” Barjaktarevic said.
“We actually did our job
defensively. I think we
gave up maybe one shot
on goal. We didn’t really
[make] any mistakes,
which in the past if we

did we’d get punished. We
kept a clean sheet, which
is good.”
Senior forward Linette
Cuvillier scored the first
goal with 23:55 left in
the first half, followed
by fellow senior forward
Verena
Wonsikowski
with 9:45 left to play
before halftime. Both
goals mirrored each
other as the player was
coming up the right side

of the field, took the pass,
then shot the ball across
the goalie to score on the
left side of the net. The
Scorpions concluded the
tournament on Saturday
with a game against the
Saints from Our Lady
of the Lake University.
Results were not available
at press time.
The Scorpions came
off a California road
trip where they defeated
the San Diego Christian
College
Hawks
(3-2
record) 2-1 on Sept. 10
and lost 1-2 to the No.8ranked California State
University-San Marcos
Cougars (6-0-1) on Sept.
11.
The Scorpions have a
bye next week and will
not resume play until
Sept. 29 when they
open conference play
against the Mustangs
from the University of
the Southwest in Hobbs,
N.M.

Sports Briefs

The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team goes on
the road to take on Wiley College (5-6
overall) on Friday and Texas College (27) on Saturday. The Scorpions, ranked
No.1 in the nation, entered the Scorpion
Invitational Tournament this last weekend with an
11-0 record before facing the No. 4-ranked EmbryRiddle (Fla.) University (7-0 overall, 2-0 conference),
Our Lady of the Lake University (1-11) and the No.
23-ranked Oklahoma Baptist University (11-7, 1-0).
Visit The Collegian Online (www.utbcollegian.com)
for the results. The Scorpions swept the Lee University
Invitational held Sept. 9-10 in Cleveland, Tenn.,
defeating Bryan College by scores of 25-7, 25-10, 25-11,
No. 2-ranked Lee University 25-23, 25-23, 25-22 and
Bethel College 25-18, 25-14, 25-20.

Men’s Soccer

The UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team (0-3-1 overall)
plays at 7 p.m. Thursday against the
University of St. Thomas Celts (0-2) in its
first home conference game of the season.
The Scorpions then play at 1 p.m. Saturday
against Wiley College. The Scorpions played the Celts
in Houston last Saturday and Oklahoma Christian
University (3-0-1) on Sunday. Results were not

available at press time. The Scorpions lost to Florida’s
Embry-Riddle (2-2-1) by a 4-0 score on Sept. 9 and
then took another loss Sept. 10 to the No. 2-ranked
University of Mobile (4-0) by a score of 2-0.

Women’s Golf

UTB/TSC Women’s Golf Team finished
in eighth place with a 668 total team
score in the Lady Bulldog Fall Classic held
Sept.12-13 at Maxstarcke Park Golf Course
in Seguin. Thirteen teams competed in
the tournament hosted by Texas Lutheran University.
Freshman Alainey Muro led the team with a 161
cumulative score, shooting an 81 on Day One and 80
on Day Two. Sophomore Elizabeth Garza was second
with a 168 score led by a great second-day score of
79. Garza shot an 88 on Day One. Rounding out the
team were Cat Lira with a 172 (89, 83); Krystal Garza,
172 (87, 85); and Veronika Vasquez, 177 (85, 92). The
Scorpions play again Sept. 27 in the University of Mary
Hardin-Baylor Invitational in Temple.

Men’s Golf

ALEJANDRO RIVERA/Collegian

Name: Danica Markovic
Nickname: Dani
Hometown: Subotica, Serbia
Major: Communication
Classification: Sophomore
Sport: Volleyball
Position: Outside hitter
Height: 6’
‘Dani,’ as her teammates call her, loves to have fun
and laugh, but most important, loves the game of volleyball. She was recently voted the NAIA’s Volleyball
National Player of the Week. She also received the
Red River Athletic Conference’s Player of the Week
and Hitter of the Week recognition for Week One,
the RRAC’s Co-Hitter of the Week for Week Two and
the MVP of the Quality Inn Classic, held Sept. 2-3 in
Columbia, Mo.
What does this game mean to you? “For me every game is a challenge because I can learn something
[new] from the game. Volleyball is just fun for me.
Every time I step on the court, I’m just going to work
hard, have fun and not stress out.”
Whom do you look up to? “I want to get everything that I want and to succeed in my life [so] I’d say
my parents would lead me to that because they’ve
gone through everything already and they kind of
know how it is to live through life.”
How did you decide to play this sport? “I
[began] playing a lot of sports, but 11 years ago I just
decided [on volleyball] and since then I just couldn’t
stop. It’s my life.”
How did you come about playing at UTB/TSC?
“Well, I was not supposed to come here [at first] but I
had problems with my other school and then [Volleyball Head Coach Todd Lowery] called me and
asked me if I was interested in coming here and I just
accepted. I literally didn’t know where I was going but
then when I came here I liked it. I still like it here …
even though it’s summer all the time.”
What do you wish you knew that you might
not know? “I still don’t know how to play chess and
everyone around me knows, but I didn’t have time
to learn. I like it because you have to think about the
[strategy] in the game.”
Do you have any secret talents? “Yes. I can
imitate a Serbian rooster.” [She, however, declined to
demonstrate.]
Where do you see life taking you after you
graduate? “If I find a good job, I’d stay here. I miss
home [Serbia] a lot, but it’s a real bad situation over
there, economically. There are a lot of people without
jobs. It’s still home and I feel so nice when I’m there,
but I feel like I could succeed more here than over
there.”
--Compiled by Alejandro Rivera

Got it!

The UTB/TSC Men’s Golf Team will
compete in the Chaps’ Fall Collegiate
tournament hosted by Lubbock Christian
University starting today and finishing
Tuesday.
--Compiled by Alejandro Rivera

SERGIO SALAZAR/Collegian

Outlaws player Vicente Esquivel snares the ball as Goonies player Anibal Bolanos
tries to stop him during flag football intramurals competition Sept. 13 on the REK
Center field. The catch contributed to the Outlaws winning the game 30-0.
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Now Open!
RED MANGO® - Brownsville
Ô|y¤Ë+?MËÄjËVË ÁÝÄÜj^Ë09ËÈoyÔÉËVËyÉy|ÔÉ|åÉ
Located in the Sunrise Plaza next to Best Buy

us to receive specials, promotions and updates!
?WjM±WÊ-ja ?~ ÁÝÄÜj

FREE FROZEN YOGURT
JOIN US FOR OUR GRAND OPENING EVENT
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH FROM 11 A.M. TO 4 P.M.
AND GET A FREE FROZEN YOGURT WITH ONE TOPPING
Offer valid only on date and time mentioned above. Valid only at participating Red Mango locations listed. No cash value. Not to be combined with other Red Mango offers. Not for resale. Limit one coupon
per person per transaction. Please present coupon prior to ordering. RED MANGO name, design and related marks are trademarks of Red Mango, Inc. © 2011 Red Mango, Inc. All rights reserved.

